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Dear Friend in the Messiah, 

 There’s no time to rest up from a busy Holy-day season! 

 Beginning Jan. 7 we move into 40 Days of Prayer with faith-growth groups meeting most 
days of the week.  If you haven’t yet signed up to be part of this study focus, I urge you to do so 
now by calling the office.  Imagine what God will do through us as we focus together as a Church 
body on communicating with God! 

 We also enter a time of new adventure and learning as the Administrative committee 
structure is changed by unanimous vote of the Church Conference, Dec. 14.  As Executive Council 
gets underway in January, we’ll be sure to provide some updates as to how things are organizing 
and working.   

 There’s much to be done in the coming months with regard to the Church Conference 
unanimous vote to expand the ministry staff with the addition of a full-time associate pastor   
effective July 1, 2018.  Staff-Parish Relations Committee and the District Superintendent will be 
working on this position and the key attributes and responsibilities it’s to entail.  Be assured that 
updates will be provided. 

 Also, the busy-ness continues for me in balancing duties here with my Clinical Pastoral 
Education (CPE) Unit at York Hospital.  It’s been an amazing experience thus far, stretching and 
growing … and God-confirming!  You’ll get to meet one of the new connections as Gomes Pedro, a 
Resident Chaplain at York, visits here in early March to preach and to share about the Hope for 
Angola ministry he co-leads.  Gomes is an amazing individual and quickly becoming a good 
friend.  More details will be shared as we move into 2018. 

 

      God’s Peace and Blessing, 

       Pastor Troy  

STARTING IN JANUARY! 
“40 Days of Prayer” 

An Aldersgate ALL-CHURCH Study!  
 

  
Learn to pray for breakthroughs/Develop a daily habit of prayer 

Pray persistently and trust God in everything 
Experience God’s blessings/Grow closer in unity 

TO SIGN-UP SEE OUR WEBSITE OR CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE 



 

 

 

Come Messiah King…..Thanks for a job well done! 

I wanted to take a moment to thank all of those who were involved in the Aldersgate Choir Cantata “Come 
Messiah King”.  This year, we had about 70 people involved and approximately 15 of those people were not 
members or even regular attendees of AUMC.  What a blessing it is to be able to give people in the Body the 
opportunity to participate in something that is so Worship Centered, but even better is allowing those from 
outside the Body to be drawn in, and hopefully drawn near to Christ as a result.  Thank you, Aldersgate 
Church, for providing what is necessary for us to be able present special events like the Cantata. We are a 
blessed people!  Thanks to all those who provided leadership, and offered their talents!  I believe God has to 
be saying, “WELL DONE FAITHFUL SERVANTS!” 

 

Want to Plug Into Worship Ministry? 

Here are the different team leaders to reach out to for more info about Worship 
Ministry: 

Sheri Dohner: Choir and Praise Team: worshipdirector@aldersgatechurch.net  

Joe Purdom: Sound ministry: joe.purdom@gmail.com  

Jen Benson: Data Entry for Sanctuary Computer: ktjm3@comcast.net  

Terrie Strockbine: Computer Operators: tstrockbine@comcast.net   

Pam Caserta: Ushers: pam.caserta@yahoo.com 

Carol Wesley: Communion Servers: cwesley@verizon.net 

 

We especially have a need for:  

Communion Servers 

All who are a part of the worship life at Aldersgate are invited to consider serving Communion. Serving  
Communion doesn’t make you more “holy” than anyone else! Perfection is not a requirement - all that is 
needed is a love for God, and an understanding that we are all in need of His grace. 

Communion is offered monthly at AUMC. If you wish to be a part of this team, please email Carol Wesley at                   
cwesley07@verizon.net, or put your name, email address and “Communion Server Info” on the back of the                      
communication card that is in the weekly bulletin and place it in the offering plate.  No one is ever asked to 
serve more than one service.  

ALDERSGATE OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Thursday, 8:30 am - 3:30 pm 
Friday, 8:30 am - 12:30 pm 
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mailto:sheri0450@yahoo.com
mailto:joe.purdom@gmail.com
mailto:ktjm3@comcast.net
mailto:tstrockbine@comcast.net
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Trailblazer Ministries News 

Sharing the love of Christ with children Birth –5th Grade   Page 3 

Articles for the February 2018 Newsletter should be sent to the church 
office at secretary@aldersgatechurch.net by January 15th. 

Thank you.  

Christmas Eve Musical – Thank you! 

The Christmas Carol:  Special Report was a huge success!  We are truly blessed by the gifts of Jen Benson and 
Kristin Hoover who gave of their love and time to ensure the children had an opportunity to deliver this 
beautiful Christmas message.  I was in awe of them at each and every rehearsal and during the performance.  
And the children, oh my the children!  They were so excited to lift their voices for the love of Jesus.  Jen and 
Kristin would also like to give credit to the following supporting crew:  Angie Turner, Rayna Wilson, Debbie 
Baer, Tim Baer, Stephen Rutt, Sue Mitchem, Carter Barkley and all of the children and their families.  Thank 
you all! 

 

Sunday School in 2018 – Happy New Year! 

Sunday School resumes on January 7th.  KG – 3rd Grade will learning that growing in faith takes commitment.  
As the adults begin a 40 day study on prayer the children will be focused on committing to practicing faith 
by reading God’s Word, praying to Him consistently, talking about Him with friends, and living out their faith 
every day.  Our Summit Seekers will also be focused on their commitment to growing in faith through Bible 
study and prayer.  Sunday School is also available for children 2 and up with nursery care for children under 
2. 

Trailblazer Ministry Opportunities in 2018 

There are so many opportunities to plug in to our Children’s Ministry programs.  What a great way for     
families to connect, have fun and worship God!  We are always looking for Sunday School teachers, large 
group leaders, Sunday afternoon leaders, WUW4Kid’s leaders and let’s not forget lots of help for VBS in June.  
Think summer!   

January Dates to Remember 

January 7th – Sunday School resumes 

January 7th – Adventure Club and Summit Seekers – 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

January 10th – WUW4Kid’s resumes – Every Wednesday 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm 

January 21st – Adventure Club and Summit Seekers – “Camping Fun” – 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

Summer 2018 – June 11 – 15:  Vacation Bible School – “Rolling River Rampage” 

 

Want to know more about how you or your child can be part of Trailblazer Ministry? 

Contact Melanie Feldner at childrensdirector@aldersgatechurch.net or call 717-737-7923 ext. 107 

mailto:childrensdirector@aldersgatechurch.net
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YFA WUW Resumes 1/10/2018 

Please note we are not meeting the following Wednesdays on 1/3. 

What's Up Wednesday for students in grades 6-12 is held in the Youth Room following the meal at 6:30pm 
weekly. Bring a friend and drop in any week! 

This year we will look for biblical lessons in movies and music.  Wednesday evening studies include games 
and activities to get to know each other better as well as grow in a deeper connection and understanding of 
God. 

 

High School Retreat 1/26-28, 2018 

What: A youth retreat including games, worship, small groups, and most importantly, time together having a 
blast!  Please bring a snack to share!  Examples: One bag of chips or a bag of Oreos, home baked goodies are 
always welcome! 

Cost: $120 per person (includes travel, lodging, food, etc.)  Payment is due 1/7! 

When: January 26th-28th, 2018 

Please be at Aldersgate by 5:00pm on Fri 1/26 to pack up and depart. 

We will return to Aldersgate around 12:00 noon on Sun 1/28. 

Who: All high school youth are encouraged to attend! Current Parent Consents and Covenants confirm your 
registration, along with payment. 

Where: Camp Hebron 

957 Camp Hebron Rd, Halifax, PA 17032 

Phone Number: 717.896.3441 

 

Join The YFA Team! 

Sunday School Teachers and Youth Leaders (YOU) Are NEEDED! 

Interested or want to hear more? Contact Sheryl Behr at 

youthdirector@aldersgatechurch.net or 717-645-8569 

High School and Middle School Sunday School teachers are needed. Teachers serve on a monthly basis.    
Materials are provided.  The need/opportunity continues for both classes! 

We are always looking for extra hands on Sunday evenings, special events and behind the scenes. 

Please pray about these opportunities to serve and join the youth fellowship team! 
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Living Nativity 
A Big Thank you!! to everyone who helped out with the Aldersgate Live Nativity on 
Sunday, December 17th. We  were excited to have over 150 people in attendance. 
Thank you to all those who donated cookies for this event. 
 
 

Special Thanks go out to the following people who helped make it all              
possible: 

Set up/ tear down, behind the scenes help, advertising, kitchen, costumes, Animals etc. -  Jeremy, Ashley & 
Todd Taylor,  Scott & Margaret Evans, Tom & Lisa Boyer, Joe & Carol Purdom, Kayla & Ben Shughart, Tom, 
Annette, Megan & Amanda Myers, Sheri Dohner, Christy Zakis Malpass, Todd Eppley, Liz Gable, Megan    
Miller & Gini Freeman 
 
 

Our cast of characters: 
Song Leader/Narrator - Sheri Dohner 
Carol & Joe Purdom as the Innkeepers  
Mitchell Taylor as Joseph, Lyndsey Underdonk as Mary 
Norah Miller,  Rachel & Caroline Freeman - The Angels 
Scott Evans, Amanda Myers, Sam Gable, Evan & Megan Conrad - The Shepherds 
Troy Howell, Carl Jackson, & Tom Ziegler - The Wise Men 

 
 
 

Our Band Ensemble: 
Don, Lisa & Josie Underdonk, Tammy Bieler, Bob Mitchum, Greg & Kira Swartzlander 
The Dogs for God ministry (organized by Pam Caserta) and all their owners 
Everyone who helped step in where needed, this really was a team effort!  
 
 
 

Thank You All!     Jodi Taylor 

YFA Continued… 

 

Newsletter Events 

This Month 

• 1/7: Meal Night! YFA Sunday 6-8:15 pm 

• 1/14: YFA Sunday 6-8:15 pm 

• 1/21: YFA Sunday 6-8:15 pm 

• 1/26-28: HS Retreat @ Camp Hebron 

Long Term Forecast 

• 2/4: Super Bowl Party 5:30-9:00 pm 

• 2/17: Super Slurp Off 



 

 
Page 6 

Happy New Year!  We hope and pray that everyone had a relaxing break.  

I would like to share a special ‘thank you’ to the Missions Ministry of Aldersgate, who generously offered 
scholarship money to our preschool families in need of tuition support.  We have a higher number of         
families in need of scholarships this year, and are so grateful to the church for offering families this            
opportunity.  I would also like to thank the preschool staff, who contributed to our own “angel tree” this 
Christmas. We offered gifts to those families in the preschool who we knew were struggling financially.  

Our hearts are often changed when we are given the opportunities to show God’s amazing love through  
simple acts. As I have said many times before, I am privileged to walk alongside such a compassionate and 
generous group of women.  They are truly the heart and soul of this preschool. 

“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” 

Hebrews 13:16 (ESV) 

 

We hope you can join us for some upcoming events; 

• We invite all parents to attend a Parenting seminar- ‘Kids and Technology” Monday, Jan. 29th from         
6 to 8 pm. Lisa Murray returns as the speaker for this event.   Please come join us.  There is a $5   
voluntary donation for the workshop.  We need a head count for this event, so please RSVP to: Kathleen 
Blazey, preschooldirector@aldersgatechurch.net  or 737-7923 ext. 103. 

• Preschool registration for the 2018-2019 school year will take place in February.  Registration forms 
will be posted on-line the 15th of January, with instructions on when to hand them in.  Please contact 
Kathleen Blazey if you are interested in scheduling a tour of the preschool. 

• The preschool is hosting a ‘Kindergarten Information Night’ on Tuesday, Feruary 13th from 7 to 8 pm in 
the sanctuary. All parents are invited to attend.   Bring your questions and/or concerns about              
kindergarten readiness and expectations.  We will have 4 kindergarten teachers from the CV school  
district available to answer questions.  

Kathleen Blazey, Preschool Director 

Wool and Flax Ministry 

The Wool and Flax ministry would like to invite you to join them Sunday, January 7th from 1 to 3 

pm in room 203. This is a group of novice and experience knitters and those who crochet. They are 

known for making prayer shawls. Bring your current project or, if you would like to learn something 

new, we always have experienced folks willing to teach crocheting and knitting.  We also meet  Wednesday 

afternoons from 1 to 3 pm in room 203.  

Intruder Response Training 
 
The Intruder Response Training will be held on again on Thursday, Jan. 25th from 6 to 7:30 pm in the 
FLC.  This training conducted by Gary LeGore is for anyone of our church body who has interest and was 
unable to attend the original training session.  To register, contact the church office at: 
 

717-737-7923 ext. 100 or secretary@aldersgatechurch.net 

mailto:preschooldirector@aldersgatechurch.net
tel:(717)%20737-7923
mailto:secretary@aldersgatechurch.net
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Girlfriends in God will be starting new Bible Studies in January.  
 

We will kick off the new year with a brunch on January 9 at 9:15 in room 207. Come join us for a little       
fellowship and a chance to look at the new studies being offered (If able, bring your favorite dish to share).  
If you are interested in participating in one of these studies, but can't attend the brunch, please contact the 
facilitator by January 9.  Childcare is provided. 
 
 
Philippians: To Live is Christ by Nancy McGuirk 

To Live is Christ is an 8-week, verse-by-verse study on the book of Philippians. The Apostle Paul's letter to 
the Philippians has been the foundation for a life of contentment and joy to all who have embraced its     
message over the generations. Paul's secret of contentment is found in his well-known words "to live Is 
Christ." In this way, he reveals how to rise above the circumstances of life, experience joy amidst adversity, 
and live with Christ at the center of your lives. Facilitator: Tricia Dovenspike, triciad623@gmail.com 
 

Forgiveness: Breaking the Power of the Past by Kay Arthur 

Forgiveness: Breaking the Power of the Past is a 6 week Bible study and the work is done together in class.   
Unleash the Healing Power of Forgiveness - this study deals with the difficult questions of forgiveness,       
including:  How can I forgive when the pain is so great?  Does forgiving mean I have to forget the past? and, 
What if I choose not to forgive?  As you dig into what the Bible says on this vital topic, you’ll encounter the 
depths of God’s own mercy and discover how choosing forgiveness can free you to be the person God       
intends you to be. Facilitator: Cindy Sollenberger, fcsolly@verizon.net 

 

The Daniel Plan by By: Rick Warren D.Min., Daniel Amen M.D., Mark Hyman M.D. 

The Daniel Plan is a six week study that teaches simple ways to incorporate healthy choices into a reader's 
current lifestyle and helps them understand the kind of foods God created to keep them fit and strong. The 
book is categorized around five key concepts for optimal health that promote success: faith, food, fitness, 
focus, and friends. These concepts encourage readers to deepen their relationship with God and offer       
inspiration as they make positive choices each and every day.  Facilitator: Devan Dodd, 
dsup61508@yahoo.com 

What’s Up Wednesday Schedule 

The WUW meals and studies will resume on Jan 10, 2017!  
 
Many of you have enjoyed the delicious hot buffets served every Wednesday evening in the 
Family Life Center from 5:30 to 6:15 pm.  The four long term studies (Fast Track Disciple I, 
Disciple II, Operation Timothy and Jesus in the Gospels) are continuing. 

 

Good News - starting January 10th during WUW you are invited to join in the church 

wide study of “40 Days of Prayer.”  In addition to Wednesday evenings, other times and 

locations will be available for you to take part in the study.  Keep an eye out for this  

listing and registration form in the Sunday bulletin and on the church website, 

www.aldersgatechurch.net.   

mailto:triciad623@gmail.com
mailto:fcsolly@verizon.net
mailto:dsup61508@yahoo.com
http://www.aldersgatechurch.net
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The VETERAN’S CAFÉ at Aldersgate Church     
 
The Army Heritage Center Foundation in Carlisle wants to make sure Veterans and their stories are never 
forgotten. 
 

From 8:30 am to 10:30 am on Saturday, January 27th, Aldersgate Church will host the Army Heritage Center 
Foundation’s “Veterans’ Cafe .” This Cafe  is open to all veterans and their friends and families. The Veteran’s 
Cafe  is coordinated by Jeffrey Hawk, the Education Director of the Army Heritage Center Foundation. 
 

Come join us and hear the interesting stories of two featured veterans, followed by an open mic session in 
which people can speak as the spirit moves them.  Joe Prowell and Darlene Zack, both from Aldersgate 
Church, will be guest speakers!!! These stories will be collected and submitted for preservation for future 
generations at both the Army Heritage Center Foundation in Carlisle and the Veterans History Project at the 
Library of Congress in Washington D.C. 

 

$10 is collected the morning of the event to cover the cost of the breakfast. If you 
prefer to skip the breakfast and just  attend to listen to the speakers and be part of 
the discussion, there is no entrance fee.  
 

 

Date: Saturday, January 27th 

Time: Hot Breakfast at 8:30 am 

Program Ends at 10:30 am 

 

To register to attend the January 27th Veterans Cafe , call Jeffrey Hawks at 717-258-1102 

 Deadline for registration is January 19th 

2018 Soup-er Slurp Off (Soup-tasting event) 
 

Calling all soup makers and soup tasters!!   Our tenth Soup-er Slurp Off will be Saturday, 
February 17 (“rain” date of Sunday, February 18) from 4 to 6:30 pm. This annual tradition 
has become a great time of fellowship as soup makers compete for the title of best soup 
and attendees get to sample and fill up on a variety of soups, yummy breads and a sweet 
spread of desserts.  Soup’s on, until it’s gone!!  So to all of you potential soup makers, be 
thinking about a scrumptious recipe.  We will cap our soup participants at 25.  
 

Right now we are also looking for volunteers to help orchestrate the event or be available 
the evening of the event. Please let Jen or Lezli know if you are interested. 
 

Tickets will be available outside the FLC beginning January 31.  Adults - $12; children ages 5 to 12 - $5;     
children under 5 are free. This event is open to the community so invite a friend or purchase a ticket for 
them. 
 

For more information or to volunteer, please contact:  
 

Jennifer Benson at jenbenson101@gmail.com, 717-979-5170 
                                                    or 
Lezli Austen at lezliausten@centralpenn.edu,  717-732-5347 

mailto:ktjm3@comcast.net
mailto:enbenson101@gmail.com
tel:(717)%20979-5170
mailto:ezliausten@centralpenn.edu
tel:(717)%20732-5347


 

 

 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1     “ ..Let me have all 

things, let me have 
nothing, I freely and 

heartily yield all things 
to thy pleasure and 

disposal…” Wesley’s               

Covenant Prayer 

2 

Pray for our Pastor  
Troy, as he lead us to a 

closer relationship 
with our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

3 Pray for all          
refugees 

“65.3 million people 
around the world have 
been forced from their 

homes.” 

UMC Resources 

4 Pray for the   

Women’s Ministries of 
our church, as they 

create opportunities 
for fellowship and 

hearing the Good News  

5 Pray for Bethesda 

Mission, and the  
homeless in the midst 

of winter   

6   Pray for the 

college students as 
they return to school, 

may they have safe             
travel  

7       Pray for the           

“40 Days of Prayer” 
Church Wide Study that 

starts this week   

8 Pray for the 

Church Youth Ministry, 
the youth and its            

leadership  

9  Pray for the WUW 

Small Group              
facilitators and           

participants as WUW 
starts tomorrow 

evening 

 .  

10  Pray for those             

seeking hope during 
times of hardship and 

loss  

11       Human                    

Trafficking Awareness 
Day 

Please pray for the 
victims of Human 

Trafficking and for an 
end to this crime  

12  Praise God, you 

have claimed us as 
your own, your people. 
Let our lives be useful 

for your purposes.                

13  Pray for the 

Men’s Ministry at 
church as they meet 

every Saturday   
morning studying 

God’s word  

14      Pray for our 

Bishop (Bishop Park) 
and District                 

Superintendent               
(Rev. Barry Robison)   

15     Rev. Martin 

Luther King Jr.’s 
Birthday 

Pray “You may love 
others as well as you 

love yourself”        
Mark 12:30-31 (MSG) 

16     Pray for the 

church preschool, and 

its advisory team  

17       Prayers of                

thankfulness for those 
who serve and provide 

meals for WUW  

18  Week of Prayer 

for Christian Unity 

Pray for Christians 
throughout the world, 

“may they be one so 
that the world may 
believe”  John 17.21 

19        Pray for 

Missionaries serving 
around the world, In 
1870, Clara Swain of 

the Methodist      
Episcopal Church, was 

the first female   
missionary medical 

doctor  

20      Pray for 

the children of the            
Harrisburg           

Neighborhood Center 

21    Pray for those 

who share Christian      
hospitality and             

provide refreshments 
during Sunday             

mornings in the Family 
Life Center 

22    Pray for 

those who face 2018 
without the security of  

steady employment 

23         Pray for  

Aldersgate Church: its 
leadership and           

ministries - may we 
share the Light of 

Christ with all those 
around us  

24        Pray for    

family  Caretakers -  
Over 40.0 million              

Caretakers in USA 

25    Pray for 

those from outside the 
church who use our 

building this evening - 
may the light of Christ 

be evident in our            
hospitality  

26      Pray for all 

the victims of last 
month’s California 

Fires 

27       Pray for 

all those who have 
served in the Armed 
Forces, present and 

past  

28  Pray that we go 

in peace to serve God 
and share the Good 

News with our             
neighbors in all that  

we do  

29       Pray for 

all those who have 
been persecuted for 

their Christian Faith 

30      Pray for 

the children of the 
world, may they never 
know poverty, hunger 

or war 

31  Pray for those  

suffering from              
Alzheimer and        

Dementia and their 

families  
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January Prayer Calendar 
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From the Wool & Flax team to the Executive Council for the new chairs in room 203 
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Return Service  
Requested 

Dated Material Inside 

Aldersgate Church                                                                                                
A United Methodist Congregation 

1480 Jerusalem Road 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050 

 
“Reaching with the Heart of God  

    for the Lives of Our Community” 

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

US POSTAGE PAID 

MECHANICSBURG, PA 

PERMIT NO. 226 

 
Aldersgate Staff 

Troy Howell, Pastor: pastor@aldersgatechurch.net 
David Watkins, Assistant Pastor: assistantpastor@aldersgatechurch.net 

 Sheri Dohner, Director of Worship Ministries: worshipdirector@aldersgatechurch.net  
Kathleen Blazey, Preschool Director: preschooldirector@aldersgatechurch.net  

Melanie Feldner, Director of Children ’s Ministries: childrensdirector@aldersgatechurch.net 
Carol Diffenbaugh, Director of Health Ministries: healthministries@aldersgatechurch.net  

Carol Purdom/Christy Zakis Malpass, Office Administrator: secretary@aldersgatechurch.net 
Sheryl Behr, Director of Student Ministries: youthdirector@aldersgatechurch.net 

Todd Eppley, Facilities Manager: facilities@aldersgatechurch.net  
Maureen Nacci, Child Care Provider 

Kristi Prowell, Accompanist 

January 2018 Edition 

mailto:YouthDirector@AldersgateChurch.net

